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VETERANS eo TO FARM WORK 


By Louis ds Ducoff and Margaret Jarman Hagood 


With 650,000 World war II veterans working on farms in March 1946, the 
Bureau o- Agricultural Economics today announced that this number was virtually 
half ox ell farm workers who entered the armed services during the war. The 
warch figure, whieh is an estimate of the Bureau of the Censns, was five times 
the number of veterans working on fanns shortly after V-E day, as shown by 
a Survey of tne Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 


Returning veterans are talking over some of the jobs left by many who 
had gone into industrial eéuployment and by 1 »-44,000 farmers and farm laborers 
who had entered the Army and Wavy by June 30, Eee? ay Employment of veterans 
in agriculture is expected to continue to rise as the season progresses. The 
increase over the 650, 000 working in March 1026 will come not only from vet— 
erens discharged after that time, but also from the large group of recently 
discharged veterans who were not working or Looking for work in March. 

~The inérease in veterans werking on farms has been ranid during the 
nast few months. A national survey made by the Bureau of “gricultuwral Economics 
Just aiter the end of the war in burope showed that there were only 128,000 
World ijiar IL veterans wor king on farms in tay 1945, Six months later the 
number had iore thin doubled——unpublished aati ted of the Bureau of the Census 
show that there were 230,000 World “sr veterans /employed in SST ee by 
November 1945. The oherdase 2ach month since tovenues has been greater than 
tne increase which took place in the preceding month. ae February 1946, 
there was a net increase of 150,000 veterans working on farms, accounting for 
25 oercent of the total seasona i Piece agricultural ie ca. that occurred. 
between lebruary and “arch, as estinates by the Bureau of the Census, 


The “ay 1945 survey showed that fewer veterans were waking on farms 
in relation to the number of farm workers who had entered the armed forces 
in the East and West North Central States, and nore in the Ylertern States, 
At thet time the number of veterans working on farms in the North Central 
amounted to only § 8 percent of the number of farm workers who had entered 
the Army and Navy, “while in the West it was 14 percent of the entrants. In 
the Northeast and Youth, the corresvonding vercentages were 13 and 11 percent. 

In the South and the North Central approximately one-fourth of the 

orld var IL veterans working on farms were hired workers (23 perce ent in the 
Nor th Central, 25. percent in the South). 4About oneethird were hired workers 
in the Northeast. In the West, 53 percent of all veterans emvloyed in agri- 
culture vere hired workers. this ii:ber oroportion may be partly due to 

the larger vroportion of hired workers in the West, partly to the higher 
level of farm wages in the west, and partly to other factors, 
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-Preliminery estimates of the regional distribution of the 650,000 
vetersn workers bs farms in “arch 1946 have been prepared and are dhhuvm in 
the accompanying table. About 370,000 are in the South, 150,000 in the North 
Central, 90,000 in the West ana 40,000 in the Northeast. vinilarly, it is 
estineted that aonroximately 190 ,000 are Hired farm workers and 460,000 are 
unpaid family workers and farm operator - Preliminary estimates of the 
distribution of veterans working on farms by geographic divisions are shovn 
in the accompanying table. 


Corps and Coast Guard and exclude Navy inductions and enlistments during the 
period April 1, 1944 to January 1, 1945. The total of the excluded grow 
probably docs not exceed 100,000. 
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hy This figure excludes the relatively few farm workers who entered the “arine 


Preliminary estimates of the nusabers of World War II veterans employed in agri— 
culture, United States and major geograshic divisions » May 1945 and liarch 1946 
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nited States 650,000 462,000 188,000. 128,000 91,000 37,000 1,244,000 
Northeast 44,000 29,000 15,000 9,000 6,000 3,000 70 ,000 
New England 145009: 07 O00; A000). 2 eOOum ey Sta 300 18,000 
uiiddle\ Atlantic 33,000 22,000 11,000 6,700- 4,500 2,200 BE ROGO:: 
North Central 145,000 111,000 34,000 29,000 22,000 ‘7,000 371,000 
East North Central 59,000 45,000 14,000 11,800 8,900 2,900 151,000 
West North Central 86,000 66,000 20,000, 17,200 13,100 4,100 220 ,000 
South, 367,000 276,000 91,000 72,000 54,000 18,000 671,000 
South Atlanti¢ 114,000 86,000 28,000 22,400 16,800 5,600 209,000 
Hast South Central 121,000 91,000 30,000 23,700 17,800. 5,900 224,000 
st SouthCentral 132,000 969,000 33,000 25,900 19,400 6,500 241,000 
West. 94,000 44,000 50,000 .18,000 9,000 9,000 |= 132,806: 
Mountain 29,000 18,000 72,000 175000: i 3500) a eomens 66,000 
Pacific 55,000, 26,000.'29,000 115000. 15,5000 Same 66 ,000 
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ay Estimates of total orld Var IL vetersns emsloyed in agriculture from the 
Bureau of the Census, Monthly "esort on the Labor Force, April 1946. Distribution 
by four isaj r regions and. by class. of workers estimated on basis of a BAE survey, 
llay 1945-6 is tributions Mees regions by aajor geographic divisions based on 
number of farmers and farm laborers inducted cnd enlisted in the armed forces 
through June 30, 1945, set ea by the Selective Yervice System, with adjustment 
for Pacific States to: alloy for some influx of veterans from other States. 


2/ Fstinates for United States and four imajor regions ere from a BAR national 
d Gaeaise survey. Distribu oS within regions by major gcogranhic divisions 
based on data from the Yelective service oysten, with adjustment for Pacific 
States as’ indicated in footnote es 


3/ Tabulatic ons supplied by the Selective Service Systen. figures exclude liarine 
Corps and Coast Guard; they also exclude “avy inductions and enlistments from 
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apMa lil. 1944 6 Januery 1, 1945. +the excluded groups probably do not exceed 


100,000. 


